
 
  



 
The Arts & Business Council of Greater Nashville 
leverages and unites the unique resources of the 
arts and business communities to create a thriving, 
sustainable creative culture in Nashville. We 
accomplish this through five main programs: 
Volunteer Lawyers & Professionals for the Arts, 
Periscope: Artist Entrepreneur Training, Fiscal 
Sponsorship, Education for the Creative 
Community, and Arts Board Matching, among 
many other resources and opportunities. For more 
information, visit www.abcnashville.org.

 STAY CONNECTED!  
 

www.abcnashville.org 
 

/ABCNashville 
 

@ABCNashville 
 

@abc_nashville 

  
 

CONTACT 
 

Arts & Business Council 
1900 Belmont Blvd.  
Nashville, TN 37212  

 

615-460-8274  
 

info@abcnashville.org  

  

CREATIVE EXCHANGE 2020 IS MADE POSSIBLE BY 
 
 

 
   

 

ADDITIONAL SUPPORT PROVIDED BY  
 

 
 

  

http://www.abcnashville.org/
https://hcahealthcare.com/
https://sagemontre.com/
http://mpyer.com/
http://nashvillegiclee.com/
https://relationarymarketing.com/


SCHEDULE-AT-A-GLANCE 
All sessions are Central time zone. Session times, titles, and presenters are subject to change. Visit abcnashville.org/creative-exchange for up-to-date information. 

 
 Thursday, October 1 Friday, October 2 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 

  
Art Activity / Break 

1:30 –2:00 p.m. 

Motown in the Mornings 
8:00 – 8:30 a.m. 

Special Presentation 
8:30 – 9:00 a.m. 

Concurrent Breakout 
Sessions 

9:00 – 10:00 a.m. 

The Inside Story with... 
9:00 – 9:30 a.m. 

The Inside Story with... 
9:30– 10:00 a.m. 

Art Activity / Break 
10:00 –10:30 a.m. 

Keynote & Performance 
10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

Keynote & Performance 
12:00 – 1:30 p.m. 

11:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

Concurrent Breakout 
Sessions 

2:00 – 3:00 p.m. 

The Inside Story with... 
2:00 – 2:30 p.m. 

The Inside Story with... 
2:30– 3:00 p.m. 

Art Activity / Break 
3:00 – 3:30 p.m. 

Concurrent Breakout 
Sessions 

3:30 – 4:30 p.m. 

The Inside Story with... 
3:30 – 4:00 p.m. 

The Inside Story with... 
4:00 – 4:30 p.m. 

Happy Hour 
4:30 – 5:30 p.m. 

Ask the Experts 
5:00 – 7:00 p.m. 

Keynote Breakout Session Interactive Activity Founders Talks 

  

8:30 a.m. 

9:00 a.m. 

9:30 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

11:30 a.m. 

12:00 p.m. 

12:30 p.m. 

1:00 p.m. 

1:30 p.m. 

2:00 p.m. 

2:30 p.m. 

3:00 p.m. 

3:30 p.m. 

4:00 p.m. 

4:30 p.m. 

5:00 p.m. 

5:30 p.m. 

6:00 p.m. 

6:30 p.m. 

7:00 p.m. 

8:00 a.m. 

Social Event One-on-One 

http://abcnashville.org/creative-exchange


DAILY SCHEDULE 
All sessions are Central time zone. Session times, titles, and presenters are subject to change. Visit abcnashville.org/creative-exchange for up-to-date information. 
 

Thursday, October 1 

11:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
SOCIAL EVENT 

Doors Open: Log On, Explore the Conference Website, and Enjoy Our Curated Playlist 

12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. 
OPENING SESSION 

Welcome 
#SaveOurStages Performance presented by The Listening Room 
Decolonizing Arts & Culture 

1:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
BREAK OR ACTIVITY 

Mindfulness for Creatives 

2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
CONCURRENT SESSIONS 

Creating Adaptable Programming: Art for a 
Distanced World 2:00 p.m. – 

2:30 p.m. 
The Inside Story: Artaya Loka 
and The Pronoun Party 

Digital Marketing for Creatives 
2:30 p.m. – 
3:00 p.m. 

The Inside Story: 1767 and 
Aberdeen Design Studio Addressing Imposter Syndrome 

3:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
BREAK OR ACTIVITY 

Salsa Dance Lesson 

3:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
CONCURRENT SESSIONS 

Achieving a Standout Community Arts Project 3:30 p.m. – 
4:00 p.m. 

The Inside Story: Found 
Movement Group 

Storytelling and Data for Grant Writers 
4:00 p.m. – 
4:30 p.m. 

The Inside Story: Weirdo 
Workshop Telling Your Brand Story 

4:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. 
SOCIAL EVENT 

Afternoon Happy Hour with CreativeMornings Nashville 

5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 
ONE-ON-ONE 

Ask the Experts* 

  

Friday, October 2 

8:00 a.m. – 8:30 a.m. 
SOCIAL EVENT 

Motown in the Morning 

8:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. 
SPECIAL PRESENTATION 

Nashville’s Arts & Culture Ecosystem 
The Art of Being an Entrepreneur 
Periscope: Artist Entrepreneur Training Pitch Awards Announcement 

9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. 
CONCURRENT SESSIONS  

Understanding Your Unique Value as an Artist 9:00 a.m. – 
9:30 a.m. 

The Inside Story: Nashville Is 
Not Just Country Music Walking Through the Valley: Activating the 

“Right” Brain to Achieve Balance 
9:30 a.m. – 
10:00 a.m. 

The Inside Story: Isle of 
Printing Something from Nothing: Advice from Those 

Who Have Been There 

10:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. 
BREAK OR ACTIVITY 

Kindled Spirit 

10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
CLOSING SESSION 

Making Space: What’s Next for Collaboration 
A Message from VoteEarlyTN 
#SaveOurStages Performance presented by The Listening Room 

 
*Ask the Experts one-on-one appointments must be reserved in advance by contacting the Arts & Business Council staff.  

http://abcnashville.org/creative-exchange


FULL CONFERENCE SCHEDULE & SESSION DESCRIPTIONS 
 
Thursday, October 1 
11:30 A.M. – 12:00 P.M. | GET LOGGED ON  
Test your technology and get ready to creatively exchange! Browse the digital goody bag, preview all of the conference sessions and 
plan your agenda, and enjoy our curated playlist of local Nashville artists while you wait for the conference to begin. 

 
12:00 P.M. – 1:30 P.M. | OPENING SESSION
Welcome by the Arts & Business Council of Greater Nashville 

 
Speaker 

Jill McMillan Palm 

 
LEARN MORE

 

#SaveOurStages Songwriters Round presented by The Listening Room 
An initiative of the National Independent Venue Association (NIVA) and the Music Venue Association of Nashville 
(MVAN), #SaveOurStages is an advocacy campaign seeking long-term assistance for the independent venues that have 
been so disproportionally impacted by the pandemic. Enjoy a songwriters round performance and learn more about 
what you can do to assist Nashville’s independent music community. 
 

Speaker 
Chris Blair 

 
LEARN MORE

Performer 
Cameron Bedell

 
LEARN MORE

Performer 
Nick Wayne 

 
LEARN MORE

Presenter 
The Listening Room 

 

 

Decolonizing Arts & Culture 
Colonization and racist systems have plagued arts and culture for centuries and persist today. With a panel of advocates 
known for breaking barriers, we will discuss how to decolonize and create equitable spaces where arts and culture can 
thrive. Learn how artists, supporters, and gatekeepers can create a paradigm shift to build a better future. 

 

Moderator 
Kamilah Sanders 

 
LEARN MORE

Panelist 
Lauren Fitzgerald 

 
LEARN MORE

Panelist 
Jon Royal 

 
LEARN MORE

Panelist 
Thaxton Waters 

 
LEARN MORE

 
 



1:30 P.M. – 2:00 P.M. | ART ACTIVITY  
Take a break, catch up on your emails, grab a snack, or engage in the planned interactive activity. 
 

Mindfulness for Creatives 
As creatives, we pour so much of ourselves out to others and our craft while 
neglecting self in the process. Come practice mindfulness with singer, songwriter and 
licensed yoga instructor, Sadie Hart. Sadie will help us align ourselves so that we are 
better equipped to serve others. 

 

Presenter 
Sadie Hart 

 
LEARN MORE

 
2:00 P.M. – 3:00 P.M. | CONCURRENT BREAKOUT SESSIONS 
Choose one of three hour-long panel discussions, or get up close and personal with creative entrepreneurs during half-hour “The 
Inside Story” sessions. 
 

Creating Adaptable Programming: Art for a Distanced World 
Our world completely changed in 2020 and arts programming has had to change to stay with it. Discover how artists and 
arts organizations have responded to the global pandemic by creating adaptable programming to meet audiences where 
they are in a socially distant world. 
 

Moderator 
Daniel Jones

 
LEARN MORE

Panelist 

Dave Ragland

 
LEARN MORE

Panelist 

Pam Marlene Taylor

 
LEARN MORE

Panelist 

Tamar Smithers 

 
LEARN MORE

 

Digital Marketing for Creatives 
Creativity is essential in marketing, but even creatives can find it challenging to get their work into the world. This 
session will cover effective strategies that creatives can use to reach their target customer. Panelists will share real-
world examples and practical advice on how to move the needle through digital marketing. 
 

Moderator 
Mayter Scott

 
LEARN MORE

Panelist 
Lisa Swinson

 
LEARN MORE

Panelist 
Michael Barin  

 
LEARN MORE

Panelist 
Phil Cobucci 

 
LEARN MORE 

 

Addressing Imposter Syndrome 
No matter where you are in your creative career, the chances that you've heard that voice inside your head telling you 
that you're not good enough are pretty high. Many creative workers will face imposter syndrome at some point in their 
lives, and it's important to know you’re not alone. Many of the people you admire most have probably had the same 
feeling. In this session, panelists share their own experiences with imposter syndrome and what has worked to help 
them stay resilient even when they doubt themselves. 
 



Moderator 
Patty McAvoy 

 
LEARN MORE

Panelist 

Amy Anders Corcoran

 
LEARN MORE

Panelist 

Brittany Cole

 
LEARN MORE

Panelist 

Candace Asher

 
LEARN MORE

 

The Inside Story… Artaya Loka and The Pronoun Party (2:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.) 
Known for her multi-culti gender-bending style, Dana Greaves has built a reputation 
for designing unique clothing, colorful jewelry, and inclusive events. Dana's ideas and 
designs have appeared on NBC's Today Show, Forbes.com, Refinery29, Nylon.com, 
and on pages of The Washington Post Magazine, DC Modern Luxury Magazine, and 
The East Nashvillian. Learn more about their artistic journey during this intimate chat 
with a creative founder. 

 

Speaker 
Dana Greaves 

 
LEARN MORE

The Inside Story… 1767 Designs and Aberdeen Design Studio (2:30 p.m. – 3:00 
p.m.) As the founder of two creative businesses, Patrick Hayes knows what it takes to 
be an entrepreneur. His first business, 1767 Designs, is a woodworking company 
dedicated to honoring Nashville’s historic architecture by reimagining wood reclaimed 
from historic homes. At Aberdeen, his team brings creative vision to life in the form of 
a space or furniture piece. Learn more about their artistic journey during this intimate 
chat with a creative founder. 

 

Speaker 
Patrick Hayes 

 
LEARN MORE

 
3:00 P.M. – 3:30 P.M. | ART ACTIVITY  
Take a break, catch up on your emails, grab a snack, or engage in the planned interactive activity! 
 

Salsa Dance Lesson 
Get on your feet! Shake up your afternoon with a fun and easy introduction to salsa 
dancing by Nashville’s own Nicole La Bailarina. Keep your camera on for a communal 
dance experience, or turn it off while you let loose in your home. 

 

Presenter 
Nicole La Bailerina

 
LEARN MORE

 
3:30 P.M. – 4:30 P.M. | CONCURRENT BREAKOUT SESSIONS 
Choose one of three panel discussions, or enjoy inspiring talks from creative entrepreneurs during “The Inside Story” sessions.  
 

Achieving a Standout Community Arts Project 
This panel will cover the steps to creating a successful community arts project including determining focus, developing 
relationships with community partners/venues/other artists, finding the right location, garnering participation, and 
managing logistics. Learn the importance of community-based projects and how working with community members, 
including youth in particular, builds a more creative and stronger future for all. 
 



Moderator 
Ashley Mintz 

 
LEARN MORE 

Panelist 
Kristen Chapman

 
LEARN MORE 

Panelist 
Marysa LaRowe

 
LEARN MORE 

Panelist 
Taria Person 

 
 LEARN MORE

 

Storytelling and Data for Grant Writers 
This panel discussion will focus on what arts organizations can do to craft better stories for their grant applications. 
What impact and demographic data do they need to have and share? How do they present their organization's history 
and requests more effectively so that they are successfully funded? What are the mistakes that organizations make on 
their applications and how can grant writers avoid them? 
 

Moderator 
Jennifer Deafenbaugh 

 
LEARN MORE

Panelist 
Janine Christiano 

  
LEARN MORE

Panelist 
Laurel Fisher 

 
LEARN MORE

Panelist 
Randy Cohen 

 
LEARN MORE

 

Telling Your Brand Story 
Understanding how to connect your purpose to the story you are telling is essential to building a brand that is authentic 
and effective. This session offers expert advice about how to understand your "why" and how every aspect of your 
brand impacts the story you are trying to tell. 
 

Moderator 
Stephanie Simkin 

 
LEARN MORE 

Panelist 
Clark Buckner 

 
LEARN MORE 

Panelist 
J. Swift

 
LEARN MORE 

Panelist 
Monchiere Holmes-Jones

 
LEARN MORE

 

The Inside Story… Found Movement Group (3:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.) 
Passionate about bringing something different to the Nashville dance community, 
Stacie co-founded Found Movement group in 2016. Since then, she has expanded the 
company's mission to provide quality movement education, bring choreographic 
artistry, and provide additional opportunities through Found Youth, The FOUNDation: 
An Artistic Realm, and the upcoming LOST event. Learn more about their artistic 
journey during this intimate chat with a creative founder. 

 

Speaker 
Stacie M. Flood-Popp 

 
LEARN MORE

 
 
 



The Inside Story… Weirdo Workshop (4:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.) 
After several years working together as songwriters and producers for artists including Bruno 
Mars, Britney Spears, Kelly Clarkson, Rihanna, and Mary J. Blige, in February 2015, Claude 
Kelly and Chuck Harmony formed Weirdo Workshop – an artists' collective, made up of 
innovative individuals driven to enrich humanity by servicing premium entertainment and 
well-crafted experiences. Learn more about their artistic journey during this intimate chat 

with creative founders. 

Speakers 
Chuck Harmony & 

Claude Kelly 

 
LEARN MORE 

 
4:30 P.M. – 5:30 P.M. | AFTERNOON HAPPY HOUR WITH CREATIVEMORNINGS NASHVILLE 
Join our friends from CreativeMornings – the world’s largest face-to-face creative community – for a one-of-a-kind 
virtual gathering! Say hello to familiar faces and get introduced to new ones while sipping on your favorite beverage. 
Need some drink-spiration? Check out the Creative Exchange digital goody bag for some drink recipes and fun activities. 
 

Moderator 
Colin Pigott 

 
LEARN MORE

Presenter 
CreativeMornings 

Nashville 

 

 
5:00 P.M. – 7:00 P.M. | ASK THE EXPERTS 
Could you use a one-on-one consultation with an industry expert in legal, marketing, business, or leadership? Ask the 
Experts is your opportunity to get your questions answered! Appointments are limited, and must be reserved in advance 
by contacting the Arts & Business Council staff. 
 

Advisor 
Danny Pippin 

  
 LEARN MORE 

 

Advisor 
Mike Bzozowski 

 
LEARN MORE

Advisor 
Eric Griffin 

  
LEARN MORE 

 

Advisor 
Nate Fleming 

 
LEARN MORE

Advisor 
Jamal Hipps 

 
LEARN MORE 

 

Advisor 
Ryan Noormohamed 

 
LEARN MORE

Advisor 
Dr. Kemi Elufiede 

 
LEARN MORE 

 

Advisor 
Stephanie Simkin 

  
LEARN MORE

 



Friday, October 2 
8:00 A.M. – 8:30 A.M. | MOTOWN IN THE MORNING 
Grab your breakfast and get in the groove with a half hour of tunes spun by DJ Jacob 
Jones! Jacob Jones hosts the pop-up virtual dance party version of one of Nashville’s 
longest running weekly dance parties, Motown Monday. 

Presenter 

Jacob Jones 

 
LEARN MORE

8:30 A.M. – 9:00 A.M. | THE ART OF BEING AN ENTREPRENEUR
Nashville’s Arts & Culture Ecosystem  
Art, culture, and creativity reflect a city’s spirit and values. Since its founding, art and 
cultural participation have been central to Nashville’s history and economic livelihood. 
Nashville’s diverse creative ecosystem is thriving, and improving access to the arts will 
help Nashville create a vibrant place for talent to flourish and creativity to grow. 

Speaker 
Nancy VanReece 

 
LEARN MORE

Periscope: Artist Entrepreneur Training Pitch Awards Announcement 
Periscope: Artist Entrepreneur Training is the Arts & Business Council’s signature 
business development program specifically for creatives. A year-long intensive training 
opportunity, Periscope empowers working artists with the tools to organize, plan, and 
sustain a creative career, with the goal of developing an individualized business plan 
to prepare each artist to take their creative endeavors to the next level. Find out who 
won top honors in this year’s Periscope class! 

Speaker 
Chan Dillon 

 
LEARN MORE

 
9:00 A.M. – 10:00 A.M. | CONCURRENT BREAKOUT SESSIONS 
Choose one of three hour-long panel discussions, or get up close and personal with creative entrepreneurs during half-hour “The 
Inside Story” sessions.  
 

Understanding Your Unique Value as an Artist 
Artists create because of passion and a deep drive within themselves. Finding an audience for their work requires that 
artists understand their unique value in the eyes of their customers as well as how to convey that value to the world. In 
this session, panelists will talk about how they identified their own unique value and how that understanding changed 
how they marketed themselves and their work. 
 

Moderator 
Anderson Williams 

 
LEARN MORE 

Panelist 
Aaron Grayum

 
LEARN MORE 

Panelist 
Anna Haas

 
LEARN MORE 

Panelist 
Saran Thompson

 
LEARN MORE 

 



Walking Through the Valley: Activating the “Right” Brain to Find Balance 
Three culinary arts entrepreneurs share their expertise and experience building creative businesses while remaining 
resilient through the peaks and valleys they've faced, especially through the recent pandemic They'll share the tools and 
techniques that as creatives help them activate the "right" brain for the task at hand. In the end, they'll talk about how 
they find balance in their work and through being in community with one another. 
 

Moderator 
Mayter Scott 

 
LEARN MORE 

Panelist 
Keshia Hay

 
LEARN MORE 

Panelist 
Lokelani Albanza 

 
LEARN MORE 

Panelist 
Rhonda Cammon 

 
LEARN MORE 

 

Something From Nothing: Advice from Those Who Have Been There 
Ever thought about starting a nonprofit? Curious how others have done it? Wondering would they do it all over again? 
This panel features founders who have been there. They've created something from nothing and they're ready to share 
how they did it and what they've learned along the way. 
 

Moderator 
Alandis Brassel 

 
LEARN MORE 

Panelist 
Dr. Emerald Mitchell 

 
LEARN MORE 

Panelist 
Megan Kelly

 
LEARN MORE 

Panelist 
Nicole Brandt Minyard 

 
LEARN MORE 

 

The Inside Story… Nashville Is Not Just Country Music (9:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.) 
After seeing gaps is resources for those outside of the country music scene, Thalia 
Ewing & Mimi McCarley launched Nashville Is Not Just Country Music, dedicated to 
helping musicians of all genres move forward in their careers. NINJCM invests in the 
local music community and provides support through music business education, 
networking, and career advancement. Learn more about their artistic journey during 

this intimate chat with creative founders. 

Speaker 
Mimi McCarley & 

Thalia Ewing 

 
LEARN MORE

The Inside Story… Isle of Printing (9:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.) 
Bryce McCloud has sought to inflict public art mayhem on the largest possible 
audience allowed by the laws of nature. He has created novel works of art and large-
scale installations in the public and private spheres for over 20 years both locally and 
abroad. Learn more about their artistic journey during this intimate chat with a 

creative founder. 

Speaker 
Bryce McCloud

 
LEARN MORE

 



10:00 A.M. – 10:30 A.M. | ART ACTIVITY  
Take a break, catch up on your emails, grab a snack, or engage in the planned interactive activity! 
 

Kindled Spirit Express. Engage. Empathize. Extinguish all that hinders you to free the 
fyre within. Join Free Fyre's "Kindled Spirit" workshop to re-ignite your fyre. It's easy 
to burn out with everything going on. We will focus on the four Es to spark our 
creativity so we can fuse effectiveness and forward thinking. 

Presenter 
Cameron L. Mitchell

 
LEARN MORE

10:30 A.M. – 12:30 P.M. | CLOSING SESSION 
Making Space: What’s Next for Collaboration 
Creative community spaces have always been essential to creating a thriving creative sector. But, affordable places to 
make work, venues to present that work, and space for neighbors and peers to build community are in jeopardy. In a 
distanced world, what role with creative community spaces fill in our communities and how might that role change in 
the months and years ahead? 
 

Moderator 
Jamie Bennett 

 
LEARN MORE

Panelist 
Laura Zabel 

 
LEARN MORE

Panelist 

Kate Marquez 

 
LEARN MORE

Panelist 

Renee Chatelain 

 
LEARN MORE

Panelist 

Victoria Jones 

 
LEARN MORE 

 

A Message from VoteEarlyTN 
VoteEarlyTN is a nonpartisan public information initiative designed to educate and excite people about early voting. The 
deadline to register to vote in TN is October 5th, early voting is October 14th-29th, and Election Day is November 3rd!  
 

#SaveOurStages Performance presented by The Listening Room An initiative of 
the National Independent Venue Association (NIVA) and the Music Venue Association 
of Nashville (MVAN), #SaveOurStages is an advocacy campaign seeking long-term 
assistance for the independent venues that have been so disproportionally impacted 
by the pandemic. Enjoy a performance by AJ Kross and learn more about what you can 
do to assist Nashville’s independent music community. 

Performer 
AJ Kross 

 
LEARN MORE 

Closing Remarks  

 
Speaker 

Jill McMillan Palm 

  



 

SPEAKERS, PRESENTERS, & PERFORMERS 
Listed alphabetically by first name. 

 
AARON GRAYUM received his BFA from Middle Tennessee State University in 1999. Inspired by drawings he made as a kid, his work 
features memorable imagery such as birds, umbrellas, and jellybean trees – mixed with handwriting, mark-making, and abstract 
backgrounds – to create a dialogue familiar to both children and adults. His work has been published in The New England Review, 
Bartleby Snopes, Artists & Art Galleries of the South, and The Saturday Evening Post, as well as featured on the hit television show 
Nashville. Aaron was a 2018 participant in Nashville Arts & Business Council’s Periscope Artist Entrepreneur Training cohort, and 
won first place in the Periscope Pitch competition at Oz Nashville. He lives and works with his wife and son in Fairview, Tennessee.  
Instagram: @aarongrayum | Facebook: @aarongrayumart | Website: aarongrayum.com BACK 
 
AJ KROSS Born and raised in a small town just outside of Bend, Oregon, AJ Kross began his music career at a very young age playing 
in a band with his mother and father. At age 3, AJ had already sang lead vocals on a national children’s album. By age of ten, AJ had 
branched out and started his own band that helped shape the artist that he is today. After spending a decade traveling around the 
Northwest AJ made the move to Nashville in pursuit of a career in Country music. During his first few years in Nashville he worked 
passionately on perfecting his craft as a songwriter making a goal to write at least two songs a day with hundreds of songwriters 
around town. After four years in Nashville AJ decided it was time to release his music as an artist, releasing his debut EP, “People 
Gonna Talk”. Quickly after the release, the EP climbed the Country iTunes charts and AJ began to receive more recognition around 
town from songwriters and music executives. Since then AJ Kross has continued to write in preparation of yet another release set for 
early 2020. AJ has been influenced his entire career by such artists as: Dierks Bentley, Blake Shelton and Johnny Cash. His voice has 
everything you would expect from a true Country artist and has been described by fellow songwriters as “honey poured over 
thunder”. Keep an eye open for AJ Kross as he continues to make a name for himself in Music City. Head over to iTunes, Spotify and 
AJKross.com to check out some of his music. BACK 

 
ALANDIS BRASSEL BACK 

 
AMY ANDERS CORCORAN holds a BA in Psychology with Honors from the University of Kansas and a MFA in Directing from Penn 
State University. Amy recently directed the national tour of ESCAPE TO MARGARITAVILLE, based on Christopher Ashley’s original 
Broadway direction, which she associate directed. Amy directs mostly new musicals, including the off-Broadway and London 
premieres of UNEXPECTED JOY in 2018. Her work has been seen on and off-Broadway, London, The Guthrie Theatre, Asolo Rep, 
American Conservatory, and Goodspeed Musicals. She received the SDC Noël Coward Fellowship for Comedic Direction. Upcoming: 
BHANGIN’ IT, new show for the Disney Wish Cruise Ship. BACK 

 
ANDERSON WILLIAMS BACK 

 
ANNA HAAS BACK 

 
ASHLEY MINTZ is a visual artist and writer creating and residing in Nashville, Tennessee. Mintz began her creative journey when she 
moved to Nashville to pursue songwriting. Composing and recording her own instrumental music, she has had original music used in 
independent and short films and a play. She began doing abstract drawings and paintings after having some works chosen for an 
exhibition for emerging artists. Mintz has since had her art exhibited in galleries, hotels, boutiques, community centers and café’s, 
among other places. She has also had her art in the background of two films. As a writer of poetry and song lyrics, she often 
incorporates writing into her paintings and also exhibits poetry and lyrics alongside paintings. She has been invited to read her 
poetry and perform music at different arts festivals in Tennessee, South Carolina and Georgia. Ashley regularly teaches her art and 
writing techniques in art journaling and mixed media art workshops as a way to help others cultivate their creativity and to use art as 
a way of healing. BACK 

 
BRITTANY COLE Every experience is an opportunity for continuous improvement! Brittany Cole lives by this motto as a TEDx speaker, 
author, coach and consultant equipping leaders to cultivate an inclusive culture where diverse talent believe they belong. As a 
former sales and marketing leader in the healthcare industry, Brittany has experienced how intentional leadership development 
increases colleague engagement, accelerates career achievements and drives business results. Brittany founded Career Thrivers 
which is a leadership development firm that partners with organizations to engage, develop and retain diverse talent through 
targeted leadership development. Brittany studied Political Science and Communications at The University of Tennessee, Knoxville 
and earned a certification in Strategies for Building and Leading Diverse Organizations from The Harvard Kennedy School of Public 
Policy. Brittany also serves as a mentor with Pathway Women’s Business Center, Marketing Director for NSN Nashville and speaker 

http://ajkross.com/
http://ajkross.com/


 

coach for TEDxNashville. Beyond her career and service work, Brittany and her husband Joseph enjoy hiking, concerts and exploring 
their hometown of Nashville, TN. Let’s thrive, together! BACK 

 
BRYCE MCCLOUD Found on a misty morning in 1997 swaddled in a bespoke hand printed paper suit, Bryce has sought to do his 
family and uncle proud by manufacturing novelty letterpress ephemera and inflicting public art mayhem on the largest possible 
audience allowed by the laws of nature. He is closely associated with Isle of Printing, the shop he founded in 1997 with the 
international magnate Hiram Kneesch in Nashville, Tennessee. He has used this combination letterpress print shop and public art 
generator to create novel works of art and large-scale installations in the public and private spheres for over 20 years both locally 
and abroad. Renaming the shop’s neighborhood Pie Town in 2014 – he is currently working on creating a place for unconventional 
community minded fine art to flourish in our city. BACK 

 
CAMERON BEDELL is a Nashville based singer-songwriter from Wichita, Kansas. He moved to Nashville, TN to attend Belmont 
University in 2010 and is now pursuing his music career. In 2014 he recorded a version of himself covering The Weekend’s, “Earned 
It” which received over 20 million streams. Cameron signed a co-publishing deal with Liz Rose Music and Warner/Chappell in January 
of 2017. Artists he has collaborated with includes Jimmie Allen, Tiera, Lauren Alaina, Seaforth, Hunter Hayes, Levi Hummon, Ryan 
Griffin, Dylan Brady, Dylan Scott, and many more! BACK 
 
CAMERON L. MITCHELL is a Memphis native and a graduate of Middle TN State University with a degree in Aerospace science. After 
studying in Japan, Cameron found a passion to engage the community as a transformational poet specializing in Spoken Word, 
Keynote speaking, and Creative workshops. Cameron has done multiple publications such as Uber, AT&T, and Life Way, and has even 
modeled for New York Fashion Week, BET's RIP the Runway, and Essence Festival. Cameron has made theater history as an original 
cast member of “Ghost,” at The Nashville Children’s Theater directed by Jon Royal. In addition to being a poet mentor for Southern 
Word, Cameron has presented at Conferences and events for Metro Nashville Principals summit, Vanderbilt University, NAACP, Links 
INC, African American Association of Museums, Civil Rights Museum, and Phi Theta Kappa Honors to name a few. Many of his works 
are used to inspire the community, highlight mental health awareness, and spotlight conversations that we need to have as a 
society. BACK 
 
CANDANCE ASHER a survivor of multiple types of violence in childhood, a rape – at knifepoint - in her NYC apartment during college, 
a 20-year marriage to a narcissistic personality-disordered husband, and more, was still able to find success in the acting and music 
industries in New York, Nashville and Europe. A professionally trained Meisner actor, she worked Off-broadway and on location as a 
featured extra with superstars in film. She singlehandedly launched an Americana songwriter-recording career with international 
airplay in 12 countries. She’s opened for such artists as Charlie Daniels, Marty Stuart and Guy Clark. Being featured in a BBC 
documentary with artists Pam Tillis, Suzy Boggus and Kathy Mattea helped lead to Candace’s record deal with Germany's Taxim 
Records. But Candace knew she still had more to do. Her desire and passion to help others who have survived traumatic events and 
circumstances to thrive in challenging and sometimes toxic times, Candace has worked to combine her in-the-trenches survival skills, 
her singer-songwriter gifts, her corporate-wellness-trainer background and her love of writing to develop a resilience and 
empowerment mindset-development system called SoapSquared-Raise the Bar. (A method, program and theme song) SoapSquared-
Raise the Bar helps people struggling with fear and negativity become empowered and courageous so that they can manage their 
challenges and transitions by cultivating greater confidence, positivity and relentless resilience. SoapSquared-Raise the Bar is 
currently heading towards an online launch as a personal growth pilot course to help users develop a positive outlook, as well as to 
build futures in which they don’t just “make-it" in life, but they actually flourish. BACK 
 
CHAN DILLON A native of Atlanta, Georgia, Chan has lived in Nashville since graduating from Vanderbilt University in 1993. In 2001, 
he co-founded DillonBrooks, an employee benefit insurance agency and built it into a thriving company before launching the full-
service agency, WC Dillon Company in 2007. Chan understands how to help his clients run a successful business and is a valuable 
partner– consulting with them on both risk management and employee benefit programs. Chan has volunteered with Big Brothers 
Big Sisters of Nashville since 1995, is a past board member of Safehaven Family Shelter, and current board chair of the Arts & 
Business Council of Greater Nashville, having joined the board in 2014. BACK 
 
CHRIS BLAIR When Chris Blair first stepped foot in Nashville 15 years ago, he never thought he would be where he is now. He had 
dreams of being the next big thing. So by day, he was a banker. And by night, he lit up the stages on Lower Broadway. Eventually, his 
focus shifted and his dreams changed. After becoming frustrated with the lack of venues committed to both the guest and 
performer’s experience, Chris set out to build a venue that does justice to the moniker “Music City.” “I found that missing link of 
needing a place that felt like you were sitting at home in a family room listening to music, a place where you could actually hear the 
music,” The Listening Room Café opened for business in 2006. BACK 
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CHUCK HARMONY Charles T. Harmon, better known as Chuck Harmony, was born and raised in East St. Louis, Illinois. He is an 
American music producer, musician, songwriter and entrepreneur, based in Nashville, Tennessee and is a three- time Grammy 
Award nominee and winner of the 2011 NAACP Image Award for Outstanding Song for Fantasia’s “Bittersweet". Growing up 
performing in church, he learned to play the drums at the early age of four, which quickly led to Harmony playing the trombone, 
tuba, and piano, in addition to singing in the church choir. He studied music at Alabama State University, taking up piano lessons 
with the goal of becoming a jazz pianist. After college, Harmony relocated to Atlanta, Georgia where he garnered his first major 
songwriting credit as a co-writer alongside with Ne-Yo on Celine Dion's "I Got Nothin' Left" from her 2007 album Taking Chances. 
Since then he’s earned production, composition, and songwriting credits on songs by artists including Rihanna, Ne-Yo, Toni Braxton, 
Jesse J, Mary J. Blige, Jennifer Hudson, Olly Murs, Kanye West, Janet Jackson, John Legend, NAS, Kelly Rowland, Johnny Gill, Keyshia 
Cole, Keri Hilson, K'naan, Bono and Corinne Bailey Rae. In 2015, Harmony partnered with longtime collaborator Claude Kelly forming 
the progressive band Louis York releasing their debut EP, Masterpiece Theater – Act I, released through their independent record 
label and creative collective Weirdo Workshop and distributed by The Orchard/Sony Music. In 2017 Kelly and Harmony partnered 
again to form the educational and community building initiative Tiny Book Club which has held events in Nashville, New York, Los 
Angeles, and New Jersey. Chuck Harmony’s main objective is to continue to promote excellence in music through first class 
musicianship, empathetic business practices, and pure inspiration. BACK 
 
CLARK BUCKNER is the Co-founder & Partner of Nashville based podcast production agency Relationary Marketing, which primarily 
works with mid-large sized organizations seeking to leverage podcasting in their content marketing strategy. Relationary serves 
national corporate clients in healthcare and technology along with award-winning PR firms including DVL Seigenthaler and Revive 
Health. Additionally, Clark is also a team member at the Nashville Entrepreneur Center, a Nashville based non-profit connecting 
entrepreneurs with critical resources to create, launch and grow businesses. As lead organizer of the Nashville Podcasters meetup, 
it's his passion to regularly be working to support new and existing podcasters. https://relationarymarketing.com/ 
https://clarkbuck.com/ BACK 
 
CLAUDE KELLY was born and raised by Jamaican immigrants in the heart of New York City where he was exposed to music at an early 
age. He found his way into the church kitchen during service and managed to turn pots, pans and a ladle into a makeshift drum set. 
From there he was hooked. He attended Riverdale Country School and then Boston's prestigious Berklee College of Music in Boston, 
receiving a degree in Music Business and Management. He then returned to New York City, and through networking and word of 
mouth, met as many producers as he could. Kelly got his big break when he wrote the song, “Daddy’s Little Girl” for Frankie J’s 2006 
album, Priceless. Although it didn’t chart well, he said, watching his song go from recording to mixing to mastering to music video 
was the confirmation that he needed to press on. He parlayed his knowledge of the business and love for music into a successful 
career, which was jumpstarted when he found himself in the studio with Akon. Kelly’s work so impressed Akon that in late 2007, the 
singer suggested Kelly write to some of his music, one of which was “Forgive Me”, written for Leona Lewis’ debut album and 
produced by Akon respectively. Another song he wrote was “Hold My Hand” which was set to feature on Akon’s third album, 
however the song leaked and it was decided not to be included in the album. The song, which features Michael Jackson, is the first 
single to be released from Michael, (Jackson's first posthumous studio album). Since, Kelly has written songs for Kelly Clarkson ("My 
Life Would Suck Without You") Britney Spears ("Circus"), Whitney Houston, Fantasia Barrino, R. Kelly, The Backstreet Boys, Christina 
Aguilera, Carrie Underwood, Jessie J, and Miley Cyrus' ("Party in the U.S.A."), which debuted at #2 on Billboard Hot 100, and many 
more! Today, for the first time, he's standing behind the mic as the vocal element of the progressive band Louis York. Forged with 
longtime friend and collaborator Chuck Harmony, responsible for producing Rihanna, Mary J Blige, and Celine Dion. Though this 
songwriter/producer team would be the last to bite the Hot 100 hand that's fed them, last fall they found themselves burnt out on 
what Kelly calls "the regular runaround of what the music industry can sometimes be for us: a last minute call for a first single.” So 
on a creative whim during days off between star assignments, Kelly and Harmony booked some studio time to work on a project of 
their own. They dubbed the project Louis York, named after their mutual cities of origin (Harmony's from east St. Louis and Kelly 
hailing from New York) and their eclectic but hook ridden sound is a genre bending blend of modern pop, old school R&B, thick 
grooved rock and tribal African sounds. Harmony played every instrument on the record, while Kelly wrote the melodies and sang 
vocals. In 2014, the duo founded the music collective Weirdo Workshop, home to Louis York and sister band The Shindellas. BACK 
 
COLIN PIGOTT 
 
DANA GREAVES Known for her multi-culti gender-bending style, Dana Greaves has built a reputation for designing unique clothing, 
colorful jewelry, and inclusive events. Dana's ideas and designs have appeared on NBC's Today Show, Forbes.com, Refinery29, 
Nylon.com, and on pages of The Washington Post Magazine, DC Modern Luxury Magazine, and The East Nashvillian. She received a 
B.A. in Interdisciplinary Studies: Visual Culture from the University of Maryland, Baltimore County after having studied fashion 
design at Virginia Commonwealth University. Following graduation, Dana moved to the heart of Washington, DC, where her designs 
gained the attention of musicians Erykah Badu and Jennifer Hudson among others. After several years of pop-up shops and runway 
shows, she followed her intuition and moved to Guatemala in 2013. There, she found endless inspiration which sparked her desire 



 

to revisit the design table. In 2016, she returned to the US and restarted her beloved brand, Artaya®, and launched Artaya Loka in 
Nashville, TN. In 2018, Dana opened her first storefront at 1006 Fatherland Street in Suite 205. Select jewelry designs are available 
here online. Follow along on Instagram at @artayaloka and @artayacollection. BACK 
 
DANIEL JONES is a Nashville-based producer, writer, and director passionate about facilitating creative storytelling, diverse 
narratives and shared live arts experiences that ignite social change. He serves as Artistic Associate at OZ Arts Nashville and 
Producing Artistic Director of Kindling Arts Festival where he facilitates the development and production of local interdisciplinary 
works. At OZ Arts, Daniel has supported hundreds of local, national, and international artists and performers, including artists from 
New York, Chicago, Japan, Brazil, and beyond. As lead curator and producer of Kindling Arts Festival, Daniel has worked with local 
artists across disciplines to incubate more than 25 innovative, revenue-generating artistic experiences since 2018. Daniel also serves 
as Vice President of the board of Tennessee Presenters, a collective of professional performing arts organizations throughout 
Tennessee and Kentucky. Daniel's independent local producing credits include 2017's sold-out premiere of HAUNTED (First Night's 
Theatrical Event of the Year), a multimedia, immersive experience inspired by the deadliest train crash in American history, and the 
2017 Sideshow Fringe Festival. A native of Knoxville, TN, Jones received his BA in Theatre Studies and Writing, Literature & 
Publishing from Emerson College in Boston. BACK 
 
DANNY PIPPIN is the founder of Pippin Leadership Services, a Nashville-based Consulting Firm. Specializing in helping entrepreneurs, 
business leaders, and organizations build highly effective business structures to create a more significant impact and income. Over 
the past 19 years, Danny has networked, recruited, interviewed, hired, trained, and developed over 70 teams across the country 
between his Telecom & Corporate Retail career. He's Led a highly profitable $17 million business and has consulted for over 50 
brands such as Google, Pepsi, Home Depot, Salesforce, Vanderbilt, Shell, ESPN Radio, and GE. As an Executive Director for the 
world's most extensive training and development organization, The John Maxwell Team, Danny is certified to facilitate, speak, coach, 
and train on The Maxwell Method of Coaching, DISC, Leadership, and Selling. He has been certified, trained, and mentored by the #1 
Leadership Expert John C. Maxwell and his world-class faculty. As Teaching Partner & Empowerment Mentoring Coach for The 
Empowered Living Community, Danny offers workshops, seminars, keynote speaking, and coaching programs on Mindset, Personal 
Growth, Diversity & Inclusion. He has been certified, trained, and mentored by the #1 Coaching Expert Paul Martinelli. Additionally, 
Danny is certified, trained, and mentored by "The Wolf of Wall Street" Jordan Belfort in Straight-Line Sales. Plus, certified as a Neuro-
Linguistic Programming Practitioner (same methodology Tony Robbins uses). Giving back to the community - Danny serves as 
Business Studio Speaker & Small Business Committee Member for the Nashville Chamber of Commerce, Advisor, Mentor & Teacher 
for the Entrepreneur Center, Mentor for the Middle Tennessee Society of Human Resource Management, and Speaker Coach for 
TEDx. BACK 
 
DAVE RAGLAND is a two-time EMMY nominated composer, vocalist, pianist, and conductor. Hailed as “über-talented” by The 
Nashville Scene, Dave received an EMMY nomination for composition and music direction for Frist Art Museum’s “NICK CAVE FEAT. 
NASHVILLE”. Dave Ragland received a second EMMY nomination for "I'm Troubled" - a musical collaboration with Nashville Ballet’s 
Gerald Watson and violinist Chandler Custer. Dave was nominated for Best Director of a Musical by First Night Honors for Wildcard 
Productions’ run of "Lady Day at Emerson's Bar & Grill". In the first commission of the company's history, Dave Ragland composed 
"ONE VOTE WON" for Nashville Opera. The opera, commemorating the centennial of Womens Suffrage, will commence Nashville 
Operas 40th season. Dave, in collaboration with Inversion Vocal Ensemble, shackled feet DANCE, and Diaspora Orchestra, is slated to 
debut his opera “STEAL AWAY” as Artist-in-Residence for OZ Arts in its upcoming season. Additional compositional credits including 
Nashville Symphony, Nashville Ballet, Memphis Symphony Orchestra, and Intersection Contemporary Ensemble, along with 
GRAMMY-nominated ALIAS Chamber Ensemble this season. For the past two seasons, Dave has served as Chorusmaster for 
Nashville Symphony's "Let Freedom Sing". Dave Ragland is the 2020 GRADY-RAYAM Negro Spirituals Foundation Composer-in-
Residence. Dave is the Artistic Director of Inversion Vocal Ensemble, a regionally touring vocal collective that has performed with 
Brandi Carlile, GRAMMY-nominee Ruby Amanfu, Marcus Hummon, Levi Hummon. Inversion has also shared the stage with Rivers 
Rutherford, The Fairfield Four, and Tanya Tucker. Previous engagements with Inversion include The National Civil Rights Museum, 
The National Museum of African-American Music, The Ryman Auditorium, Tennessee Arts Academy, Cheekwood, Nashville 
Symphony’s Free Day of Music and Let Freedom Sing in 2019. Dave is a Composer Mentor for 91Classical's inaugural Student 
Composer Fellowship, and instructor at Creative Soul Music Academy. Dave also enjoys performing with emerging jazz artists, Queen 
Victoria & The Kingsmen. Previous performance experience includes William Warfield, Louise Mandrell, and the Kennedy Center 
Honors with Jennifer Hudson. Dave is currently serves on the board of American Choral Directors Association, Tennessee Chapter. 
Dave is a proud member of Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia. (daveragland.com) BACK 
 
DR. EMERALD MITCHELL is a young, grassroots leader who believes that youth can achieve anything that they can dream. Since 
moving to Nashville in 2000, she has worked diligently to mitigate the “exposure gap” and ensure that underserved youth are 
exposed to experiences that will help them realize their aspirations. Dr. Mitchell received her Bachelor’s degree in Business 
Management from Fisk University, M.B.A. from the University of Phoenix campus, Master’s in Education from Tennessee State 
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University and received her Doctorate in Leadership and Professional Practice from Trevecca Nazarene University. As the founder 
and Executive Director of Moves & Grooves, a nonprofit arts organization which serves over 350 youth from Middle Tennessee each 
year in afterschool and enrichment programming, Dr. Mitchell has consistently integrated innovative strategies to ensure students 
are surrounded by caring educators, engaged in programming that teaches them skills which support success in school and life—
such as dance, communication, collaboration, problem solving, critical thinking, and discipline—and supported in cultivating a strong 
sense of confidence. She served on the 2018 Nashville Chamber of Commerce’s Education Report Card Committee, helping to 
provide school improvement recommendations related to literacy, Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) and science, technology, 
engineering, arts, and math (STEAM) for the districts 86,000+ students. As a dissertation advisor at Trevecca Nazarene University, Dr. 
Mitchell mentors school administrators and community leaders in identifying strong research topics and preparing for their 
dissertation defense so that they can become transformational leaders in their schools and agencies. Last year, as a result of Dr. 
Mitchell’s leadership and expressed interest in improving students’ access to high-quality STEM programming, Dr. Mitchell 
participated in a national pilot called Frontiers in Urban Science Education (FUSE). Through the FUSE pilot, Dr. Mitchell and her team 
engaged in over 30 hours of engineering design challenges by district leaders and education professionals. This work is serving as a 
case study to inform future directions for how afterschool programs can bridge STEM learning from the school day to the afterschool 
day, in an effort to inspire underserved students’ interest and motivation in STEM, and eventual engagement in STEM post-
secondary degree programs and careers. Dr. Mitchell serves as the 2019-2020 VP of Development for the Junior League of Nashville, 
current Board Member of the Art & Business Council of Greater Nashville, Member of Nashville CABLE Women’s Leadership 
Organization, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Incorporated, Nashville Chamber: Young Professionals, Young Leaders, and the Tennessee 
Educators of Color Alliance. She was recently the keynote speaker for the 21st Century Community Learning Centers Multi-State 
Conference where she shared her secret to success in integrating arts instruction and youth engagement in out-of-school time 
settings to over 12,000 teaching professionals. Dr. Mitchell’s accolades and awards include being a graduate of the Nashville 
Emerging Leaders program, nomination for the 2017-2018 NAACP Legacy Award, 2019 Alumni Hall of Fame inductee for Community 
Service by Self Enhancement Inc, the and recipient of Nashville Business Journal’s 40 Under 40 Award to name a few. Among her 
many accomplishments, Dr. Mitchell is most proud of being married to her beloved husband Deitrick Mitchell and being a mother of 
4 amazing children Success, Chosen, Believe, and Purpose. BACK 
 
ERIC GRIFFIN BACK 
 
J. SWIFT (Jacquelyn Swift) is a poet, professional speaker, playwright, and author. She has an MFA in Creative Writing from Sewanee 
University. She has successfully produced a one-woman show called "Vocal Silence" that is currently running in Tennessee and 
Atlanta. She further expands her double life as a teaching artist by coaching people on how to get their stage legs and how to find 
their voices on paper through her workshop series “Fangs: Take a Bite Out of Stage Fright.” BACK 
 
JACOB JONES is a Nashville-based entrepreneur, digital strategist, Real Estate Consultant, and DJ for East Nashville’s long standing 
Monday night party, Motown Monday. Jacobjonesrealestate.com Electricwesternrecords.com BACK 
 
JAMAL HIPPS An experienced visionary with an affinity for all things marketing and a “straight no chaser attitude,” Jamal Hipps is the 
founder and Chief Creative Officer for MPYER Marketing & Advertising. Jamal started MPYER in 2008 to help clients Maximize 
Potential Yielding Exceptional Results after more than a decade of driving marketing programs for brands and organizations 
including critical analysis of advertising placement during the Super Bowl. MPYER is the nimble creative marketing team capable of a 
short-term project or long-term engagement, sourcing professionals with a wide variety of successful marketing experience. Jamal 
earned an MBA from Belmont’s Massey Graduate School of Business and serves on several area boards & committees that include 
Nashville State Community College and Nashville Business Incubation Center. BACK 
 
JAMIE BENNETT is the executive director of ArtPlace America, a ten-year fund that supports artists working as allies in equitable 
community development. ArtPlace has invested over $100 million to support projects in rural, suburban, tribal, and urban 
communities of all sizes across the United States, as well as in sharing knowledge from that work in ways that are both useful and 
actually used by practitioners. ArtPlace convenes and connects people who are committed to this work in order to help build a 
strong and ongoing field of practice. Previously, Jamie was Chief of Staff and Director of Public Affairs at the National Endowment for 
the Arts, where he worked on the national rollouts of the "Our Town" grant program and of partnerships with the US Departments 
of Agriculture, Defense, Health and Human Services, and Housing and Urban Development. Before the NEA, Jamie was Chief of Staff 
at the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, where he worked on partnerships with the NYC Departments for the Aging, of 
Education, and of Youth and Community Development. Jamie has also provided strategic counsel at the Agnes Gund Foundation, 
served as chief of staff to the President of Columbia University, and worked in fundraising at The Museum of Modern Art, the New 
York Philharmonic, and Columbia College. He currently lives, works, worships, and plays in Brooklyn, NY, and has been sober since 
2009. BACK 
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JAMILAH MCCARLEY & THALIA EWING better and more affectionately known as, Mimi & Muziqueen, are two names buzzing around 
the Nashville music industry and are synonymous with the words passion, ambition and progress. Mimi & Muziqueen, as Partner and 
Founder, respectively, of the organization Nashville Is Not Just Country Music, have become a deep-rooted resource of knowledge, 
support and encouragement to the Urban/Hip-Hop/R&B music community in Nashville that has long been overlooked...until now. In 
2014, the stars aligned and brought these two female music industry power-houses together to fan a flame that has been quietly 
burning beneath Nashville’s music scene. Mimi & Muziqueen began their relationship by doing what they do best, song pitching and 
placement. While this allowed them to support each other’s business ventures they also began to cultivate Nashville’s diverse music 
scene as a team and came together to bring Nashville’s Urban music community a networking pool, a resource hub, a safe-haven, if 
you will, which is now known as Nashville Is Not Just Country Music. Mimi & Muziqueen also began hosting their quarterly NINJCM 
Industry Mixers and monthly Urban Writer’s Rounds, which have now found their home at the famous Acme Feed & Seed in 
Downtown Nashville. In 2019 Mimi & Muziqueen also landed a publishing deal with Riptide Publishing to provide synch 
opportunities to the Nashville market. NINJCM is a community based organization aimed at providing music business education, 
networking opportunities and career advancement support to urban music creators. Through NINJCM, Mimi & Muziqueen are 
investing in the creatives of all genres in Music City. BACK 
 
JANINE CHRISTIANO is the Strategic Funding and Initiatives Manager for Metro Arts: Nashville Office of Arts and Culture. Working 
for over a decade at the intersection of art, impact, and community building, Janine led the College and Career Pathways initiative 
and Community Gallery at the Armory Center for the Arts before returning to school to earn her Master of Education in Community, 
Development, and Action from Vanderbilt University. At Vanderbilt she focused on community-based research methods, theories 
and practices of philanthropy, and remote education instructional methods as a BOLD (Blended and Online Learning and Design) 
Fellow. She currently oversees the implementation of the Metro Arts funding, youth and equity programs. Janine’s pronouns are she 
and her and also they and them in solidarity. She identifies as a Filipinx woman. She is committed to institutional change, personal 
development, and lifting up diverse voices. She lives in Nashville with her husband, two children, and a very old pit-bull. BACK 
 
JENNIFER DEAFENBAUGH is a digital artist and metal sculptor. She creates steel sculptures and objects for dancers to perform on 
and creates stories with data and graphics. Ms. Deafenbaugh received her Masters of Professional Study in Information Visualization 
from the Maryland Institute College of Art and her Bachelors of Fine Art in Time-Based Media at the Columbus College of Art and 
Design. Using interactive technologies, motion graphics and video, she writes and produces videos and educational content as a 
Senior Instructional Multimedia Designer at Schneider Electric. She is highly skilled at presentation development, public speaking 
and data visualization. Presently, she is a Co-Director of the Nation of Makers Data Working Group and she is helping to produce the 
immersive and visual arts experiences at the 2020 Kindling Arts Festival. She also independently produces multimedia workshops 
and residencies. She occasionally writes articles and presents webinars for the Americans for the Arts blog and ArtsU platform, and 
has served as a Media Arts Fellowship Panelist in 2019 for the National Endowment for the Arts. She has been a Greater Columbus 
Arts Council Artist Support Grant Recipient, an EYEO Festival fellow, and she received a Graduate Research Grant to study 
interaction techniques for live performance. She is proficient in a variety of programming languages for data analysis and creative 
coding, in 2-D and 3-D animation tools, and in a variety of graphic design applications. BACK 
 
JILL MCMILLAN PALM As Executive Director of the Arts & Business Council of Greater Nashville, Jill McMillan Palm provides 
education, resources, and opportunities at the intersection of arts and business. Before moving to Nashville in 2017 for this role, she 
worked with arts organizations and creative businesses in Los Angeles, CA; Phoenix, AZ; and Boston, MA. Jill sustains and promotes 
the Arts & Business Council’s mission to create a thriving, sustainable creative culture in Nashville; ensures that the organization’s 
service to artists is of the highest quality; and is an advocate for artists at the local, state, and national levels. She is a member of the 
Nashville Area Chamber of Commerce’s Music Industry Advisory Group and has served on the Americans for the Arts Private Sector 
Council since 2018. She was elected to the Nashville Emerging Leaders class of 2019, and was named as a finalist for the Nashville 
Area Chamber of Commerce’s Emerging Leaders Award in the Arts, Entertainment, and Music Business category in 2020. Originally 
from Northwest Indiana, Jill graduated with honors from Pepperdine University with a degree in Integrated Marketing 
Communication. A lifelong arts enthusiast, she continues to dabble in dance, music, and visual art, all to varying degrees of success. 
In her spare time, you can find her out at a concert or performance; savoring a glass of iced coffee with a good book; or at the park 
with her husband and their dog. BACK 
 
JON ROYAL is a theatre professional, teaching artist and facilitator, from Nashville, TN. He blends his training as a director and actor, 
with communication models from the National Council for Community and Justice to help hold courageous spaces for individuals to 
grapple with culture, while build strong ensembles. Over the past twenty years he has directed, or appeared in productions for 
Nashville Children’s Theatre, Nashville Repertory Theatre, Nashville Shakespeare Festival, Actor’s Bridge Ensemble, Street Theatre 
Company, Belmont University, Berry College, Nashville School of the Arts, and other organizations. In 2019 he was named Best 
Theatre Director by the Nashville Scene. Jon has worked as a teaching artist both locally, and abroad. He leads, or cofacilitates 
three Restorative Justice through the Arts projects: August Wilson Gets R.E.A.L., My Place: Discovering Self Identity in Community, 



 

and the Pipeline Project. He serves as the Facilitation Director for Shakespeare Los Angeles’ Will Power to Youth program, where he 
helps write, and supervise the execution of its human relations curriculum. Jon is a member of Metro Arts’ 2018 Racial Equity 
Administrative Leadership learning cadre. Currently he serves as member of Metro Arts Committee for Anti-Racism and Equity, a 
group comprised of community members who works with the commission to change the local arts ecosystem. BACK 
 
KAMILAH SANDERS Activist/Speaker/Writer, Kamilah Sanders is Founder/CEO of Greater Than Equal an international marketing and 
leadership consulting firm for social impact organizations, entrepreneurs, and artists focusing on arts/culture, sustainable fashion, 
and climate justice initiatives. A Remake Ambassador and Climate Reality Leader, Kamilah marries the worlds of BIPOC communities, 
government, corporations, specialists and citizens to amplify the voices of local artisans and marginalized communities through her 
work with Creatives Over Cocktails Podcast, Creatives’ Day, Tennessee Craft Midstate, Remake Our World and Citizens Climate 
Lobby. BACK 
 
KATE MARQUEZ has worked in the nonprofit and government sectors for the entirety of her professional career, working alongside 
local and national nonprofit organizations to help advance their independent fundraising capabilities and to secure financial and 
developmental sustainability. A Tucson native, Kate attended the University of Arizona with a study focus on Political Science and 
Religious Studies. In July of 2006, Kate accepted a position as the first full-time Development Director for the Greater Oro Valley Arts 
Council and would later transform the organization into a regional arts and cultural service and programming based organization. 
Southern Arizona Arts and Cultural Alliance has since grown to become one of the largest multi-disciplinary presenting arts 
organizations in the region, dedicated to the creation, preservation and advancement of the Arts. Each year SAACA provides 
thousands of opportunities for artists in the community to present and exhibit their artwork in the community through culinary, arts 
and music based events and festivals as well as groundbreaking arts and healthcare integrated programming and arts education 
outreach. Kate founded the Statewide Arizona Business Committee for the Arts which establishes groundbreaking Arts and Business 
integration programs through the enhancement of business practices, strengthening our economy, increasing employee 
engagement and improving creative thinking skills through creative arts based approaches. Kate is the 2017 winner of the Inside 
Tucson Business Nonprofit CEO of the year, and 2 time nominee for the Arizona Governor’s Arts Awards, and currently serves on the 
Americans for the Arts Private Sector Advisory Council. Kate works in great detail over all elements of project management and 
development, artist outreach, community impact, strategic program development and creative direction. In 2019, Kate founded a 
new 14,000 square foot center of life for arts and culture in Southern Arizona, with the opening of the new CATALYST Collaborative 
Arts & Maker Space at the Tucson Mall, inclusive of a Teaching Kitchen, Robotics & Engineering Lab, Arts & Crafts Studio, and Music 
and Digital Arts Production Studio. BACK 
 
DR. KEMI ELUFIEDE, Educator, Author, Editor, Poet, Consultant, and Entrepreneur has over 10 years of professional experience in 
public, community (education), nonprofit sector, and social services. She is the Founder & President of Carnegie Writers, Inc. BACK 
 
KESHIA HAY is an alumni of O'More College of Design in Franklin,TN, with her Bachelor's in Fashion Design and Merchandising. Post-
graduation, she had the opportunity to go on a life-changing trip to Paris, France on an 'Art and Architecture Tour". Diving head first 
in the Parisian life-style, her existing love for the people, culture, and food blossomed into more than admiration but a career 
change. Her culinary background ranges from self-taught, experimenting in her family's kitchen at age 5, to light classical training in 
commercial kitchens & local bakeries. From premier mixologist at a highly acclaimed country club to baking French macaron, she's 
had over 15+ years in the food/beverage & hospitality industry. www.sipnbiteprivatechef.com BACK 
 
KRISTEN CHAPMAN tells a thousand stories in a thousand ways. Through collaborative arts projects, in the classroom, on the stage 
and on the page. With a focus on personal narrative, asset-mapping, and community engagement, Kristen is passionate about 
building agency. She works as an artist and performer in Nashville, TN. BACK 
 
LAURA ZABEL is the Executive Director of Springboard for the Arts, an economic and community development agency run by and for 
artists. Springboard provides programs that help artists make a living and a life, and programs that help communities connect to the 
creative power of artists. Springboard is a nationally recognized leader in artist-led community development, creative placemaking 
and cross-sector collaboration. Springboard’s work has been featured by the New York Times, PBS, Wall Street Journal, Stanford 
Social Innovation Review and The Guardian and directly impacts over 25,000 artists each year in their home state of Minnesota. 
Through their free toolkits, training and resources Springboard’s programs have been replicated in over 100 communities across the 
U.S. and internationally. Zabel has been honored with numerous awards, including the YBCA 100, Gard Foundation Award of 
Excellence, Common Future Local Economy Fellowship and the Bush Foundation Leadership Fellowship. Zabel is on the board of 
directors of the Metropolitan Consortium of Community Developers and serves as an advisor to Dakota Resources, The Laundromat 
Project, Local Initiatives Support Corporation and the University of Kansas Department of Theater and Dance. BACK 
 

http://springboardforthearts.org/


 

LAUREL FISHER is a nonprofit specialist with over 15 years of experience working in fundraising, grants management, social 
enterprise, data collection, impact measurement and nonprofit training. She is co-founder and Senior Consultant with Fisher Storey 
Consulting. Fisher | Storey has worked with clients on grant writing, fundraising planning, communications strategy and project 
management. Fisher | Storey also offers racial equity training for organizations in partnership with Tribble Consulting Services. 
Laurel holds a M.Ed. in Nonprofit Leadership from Belmont University and has held positions at some of Nashville’s most dynamic 
organizations including Vanderbilt University, The Community Foundation of Middle Tennessee, W.O. Smith/Nashville Community 
Music School, Catholic Charities of Tennessee and Metro Nashville Arts Commission. She has presented both regionally and 
nationally on grant writing and grantmaking for groups such as Arts & Business Council of Greater Nashville and Grantmakers in the 
Arts. She is a Nashville Emerging Leaders alumni and serves on the boards of the Nashville Social Enterprise Alliance, Hope 
International Local Board and the Nashville Philharmonic Orchestra. https://www.fisherstorey.com/. BACK 
 
LAUREN FITZGERALD BACK 
 
LISA SWINSON leads client teams in the development of strategic communications programs that integrate all tactics to achieve her 
clients’ goals, harnessing the power of paid media, grassroots advocacy, email communication, social media and influencer outreach. 
She specializes in digital advertising strategy and analytics, leading advertising programs for some of the agency’s largest accounts. 
Previously, Lisa was an account director in Blue State Digital’s Washington, D.C., office, where she managed digital communications 
strategy and community programs for a variety of advocacy and nonprofit accounts, including Coalition to Protect America’s Health 
Care, Special Olympics International, National Marrow Donor Program, National Wildlife Federation and United Negro College Fund. 
Lisa began her career at Porter Novelli in the public affairs practice. She holds dual bachelor’s degrees in communication studies and 
journalism from James Madison University. BACK 
 
LOKELANI ALBANZA’s professional culinary journey started in the United States, at the New England Culinary Institute. From there, 
her love of food has taken her around the world. From her first kitchen job in Denmark to her time working as a private chef in 
Japan, her travels have expanded her palate and refined her ability to create incredible food. It was in Los Angeles, under the 
tutelage of renowned pastry chef Elizabeth Belkind, that Loke’s passion for pastry cooking was ignited. There, she worked with 
Dahlia Narvaez and Nancy Silverton at the now-shuttered James Beard award-winning restaurant Campanile, before landing in 
Nashville, as Culinary Director for Hattie Jane’s Creamery. Lokelani’s time there grew both her passion for ice cream, expanded her 
experience (while at Hattie Jane’s, she created over 300 flavors), and her love of integrating nostalgia into her cooking. Today, she 
creates beautiful flavors that spur the imagination while educating consumers about African American culinary history. Lokelani is 
excited to share her view of the world through Saturated, her own brand of plant-based, hemp-derived CBD ice cream.  
IG: saturatedicecream BACK 
 
MARYSA LAROWE is a writer and nonprofit grants professional with over a decade of professional experience in community and 
social service program design, higher education, and the arts. She currently serves as Program and Evaluation Coordinator at Metro 
Arts Nashville, and is excited to be working with local artists and organizations to bring opportunities for creative expression to the 
Nashville community. BACK 
 
MAYTER SCOTT has spent the last 15 years of her career in hospitality operations and is currently the acting Creative Director for 
Kurtz Hospitality Marketing. Her scope of knowledge runs from back of house to front of house. She has been a line cook, barista, 
host, food runner, server, dishwasher, manager, and most recently a consultant. Her goals are to take the experience she has gained 
from operations and make it easier for hospitality concepts to thrive. Hospitality concepts thrive when they build communities and 
networks that support them. Mayter excels at building relationships in the community and connecting the two. Her ground up 
knowledge of building a restaurant and her love for bespoke hospitality services create a powerhouse combination when it comes to 
operations. Mayter loves to serve people and her clients. A natural born teacher, she can teach the fine point of what a great 
hospitality experience should feel like. Mayter also brings to the table the creative side of hospitality. She is a food & lifestyle 
photographer. While managing 5th and Taylor in 2017, her images of the restaurant were published in The Wall Street Journal 
Magazine for an article on restaurants in the Germantown neighborhood of Nashville, TN. Mayter photographs chefs, restaurants, 
hotels, and people. In the three years she has added this service to her portfolio, she has been published in many notable 
publications such as The Wall Street Journal, Garden & Gun, HGTV Magazine, Nashville Lifestyles, Eater Nashville, and Edible 
Nashville. She has also photographed large food brand landing in Nashville, TN such as True Food Nashville and Shake Shack in 2018. 
BACK 
 
MEGAN KELLEY's career includes a diverse and thorough approach to the arts. Inviting others into collaboration, curiosity, and cross-
pollination, Kelley helps create immersive, interactive spaces for dialogue, design thinking, and connection. Kelley’s civic and social 
practice work focuses on sustainability for artists at all levels, through creative placemaking, civic consulting, community 
development, advocacy, equitable access, and mentorship, with a focus on building and activating creative community workspaces. 

https://www.fisherstorey.com/


 

They are a graduate of The Learning Lab, the Racial Equity in Arts Leadership Institute, and Vanderbilt's Leading Innovation in Arts 
and Culture, and a member of the Metro Nashville Committee for Antiracism and Racial Equity. As the ArtLab Community Artist in 
Residence at Vanderbilt's The Wondr'y, Kelley helps create spaces of engagement and creative disruption, while mentoring students 
in the intersections of creativity, technology, and innovation. Driven by themes of communication and borderlands archivism, their 
work with The Inbound Lands explores the ways in which people of color (especially those of mixed descent) navigate, generate, and 
hold space for cultural memory, traditional practices, place, and leadership in forward progress. They have been pleased to connect 
with corporate spheres in pursuit of meaningful design, including work for clients such as Toyota Prius, NRDC, RedBull, USAID, The 
Ad Council, The FBI, and Harvard University, among others. They have been honored to serve in civic and social practice work for 
Metro Nashville, The City of Hodgenville, the Lexington Art League, ArtWorks, Creative Mornings, Ryman Lofts, The Housing 
Foundation, the internationally acclaimed Circuit Benders Ball, and others. As an activator of physical space, they have been pleased 
to work in administrative capacities with makerspaces and creative coworking spaces such as the Innovation Incubator makerspace 
with the Adventure Science Center, designing innovative STEAM-based curriculum for ages “Pre-K to Grey!”; with Platetone 
Printmaking, Paper and Book Arts as an active instructor and member of the Board; and as a co-founder of Make Nashville and 
previous board member and Community Liaison. And, as a public speaker on equitable creative practice within the arts ecosystem, 
they are honored to have been asked to speak with audiences including The Frist, Vanderbilt, University of Iowa, Belmont University, 
Postmates, Pecha Kucha, The Carnegie Writers Group, The Arts & Business Council, and more. They are proud to serve as a 
community ambassador to Nashville’s vibrant artist culture. As a studio practice, their portfolio includes venues and collections both 
locally and internationally; their work has been shown in venues within Cambridge, Brooklyn, Chicago, Los Angeles, Calgary, Seattle, 
San Francisco, Paris, and Lexington, among others, and resides in various academic, institutional, and private collections. As an arts 
reporter, Kelley writes for arts journals and news outlets across the American Southeast and works as a sketchnote artist, live-
documenting contemporary dialogues about equity, policy, and community within the arts, tech industries, and social justice fields. 
BACK 
 
MICHAEL BARIN is an Analytical Lead in the Consumer, Government, and Entertainment practice at Google. He specializes in digital 
insights and measurement, and partners with brands to improve the effectiveness of their marketing programs. Prior to his current 
role, Michael was the Director of Digital Strategy at SpotCo, a creative ad agency in New York City that works on Broadway and other 
live entertainment brands. At SpotCo, he oversaw all aspects of digital marketing for stage productions like Hadestown, The 
Ferryman, Beetlejuice, and David Byrne’s American Utopia. In his spare time, Michael enjoys supporting local arts and culture, and is 
a member of the Private Sector Network Council for Americans for the Arts. BACK 
 
MIKE BZOZOWSKI BACK 
 
MONCHIERE HOLMES-JONES has 17 years' agency and in-house experience in Advertising, Marketing, and PR specializing in multi-
market brands, hospitality, tourism and restaurants. She's known for successfully launching brands for longevity. Her company is 
responsible for launching 300+ branded experiences over the State of Tennessee alone in the last five (5) years. Some of the 
companies include Tennessee State Parks, Hiller Plumbing, HCA Healthcare, Metro PCS, T-Mobile. As the Founder and CEO of MOJO 
Marketing + PR, Monchiere's current claims to fame include curating brand stories through experiences for Tennessee State Parks, 
New Orleans Multicultural Tourism (NOMTN), United States Postal Service, and Mr. Roof, by creating media exposure, energizing 
integrated marketing campaigns or activating world-class experiential events. BACK 
 
NANCY VANREECE’s mission is to advocate creative opportunities to help communities, businesses, and individuals achieve their full 
potential. This has been the driving force throughout her successful career and inspiring life. Nancy VanReece is the first openly out 
lesbian elected to a legislative body in the State of Tennessee. She is the Nashville and Davidson County Metro Councilmember 
responsible for surging popularity and citizen activism in District 8, which includes parts of North Inglewood, Maplewood, and 
Madison. She served as Chair of the Convention, Tourism Committee during part of her first term 2015-2017. Hon. Nancy VanReece 
has been assigned to the following committees for 2020-2021: Chair, Parks, Library, Arts & Recreation Committee; Conventions, 
Tourism and Public Facilities; Planning, Zoning and Historic Committee; also, Chair, LGBTQ Caucus; Mayor’s Council on the State of 
Women, Policy Committee; Special Committee (HUBNashville). Mayor Barry appointed her onto the ‘Metro Nashville Diversity 
Advisory Council’ and by Mayor Briley to the ‘Mayor’s Council on the State of Women’ to prepare for the 100 Anniversary of the 
Women’s Right to Vote Anniversary in 2020. Current Mayor John Cooper has retained her in these appointments. She has also begun 
work on the Advisory Council to the Nashville Sports Authority to bring professional women's sports to Nashville. She is an At-Large 
Board Member of the National League of Cities Elected Officials constituency group. Hon. Nancy VanReece is also the Vice President 
of Business Development at Batch Nashville, LLC. She is a brand builder and an advocate that concentrates on the client experience, 
contributing a long strategic vision with a keen eye for relationship building. VanReece was also a trailblazer for more than 25 years 
in the music business, as well as served as the Executive Director/CEO of The Nashville Shakespeare Festival from 2007-2009; the 
first Senior Director of Partnership Development at Cool People Care, Inc.; and as a strategist for GivingMatters.com, and the 
Nashville Library Foundation. She was the first new media consultant for the Transit Alliance of Middle Tennessee. She has paintings 



 

showing in six cities, three universities, and two countries. She is the 2017 recipient for the Steine Award for Public Leadership in the 
Arts, awarded by the Nashville Arts Coalition. BACK 
 
NATE FLEMING Creativist. Strategist. Motorcyclist. Fatherist. Husbandist. Friendist. Drummerist. Gutarist. Humanist. Director of 
Strategy @ redpepper. BACK 
 
NICOLE AHIMA Nashville native, Nicole ‘La Bailarina’ Ahima has been teaching Salsa in the Greater Nashville Area since 2013. With a 
personal mission of connecting people within and throughout the Nashville community, Nicole sees dance as an opportunity to 
bridge communities. She offers adult salsa classes through Nashville Community Education, Nashville Ballroom and Co. and serves as 
the director for two Salsa dance teams. Additionally, she hosts Salsa socials, where she also serves as DJ, in which Latin dancers from 
around Nashville are invited to dance and socialize, meeting new people within the Salsa/Latin dance community. BACK 
 
NICK WAYNE is a singer-songwriter that writes songs the way architects might sketch out a blueprint for a bridge — with meticulous 
attention to detail. Having musical influences from classic Country, Soul and the Blues, Nick Wayne’s craft as an artist is as solid as he 
is a person. There isn't a single chorus, verse or even phrase that the Nashville native hasn't slaved over, and it's that precision that 
makes him one of country music's most promising new singer-songwriters; as evident by CMT naming Nick as one of their 2019 
‘Listen Up’ Artists in addition to Rolling Stone Country touting Nick as their November 2018 ‘Artist You Need To Know.’ In a genre 
where being sensitive can be an afterthought, it's refreshing to hear an artist comfortable with being vulnerable and leading with his 
heart. For Nick, that's the only way he knows. BACK 
 
NICOLE BRANDT MINYARD is the Founder and Executive Director of Poverty and the Arts (POVA). She is an advocate for art access, 
gender & racial equity, intersectionality, entrepreneurship, and science & technology. Nicole graduated from Belmont University in 
May 2014. During her sophomore year of college, she began programs for POVA through a work-study job, and as a Junior she began 
the steps to file for 501(c)3 nonprofit status. Her senior year of college, Nicole interned at the Arts & Business Council and under the 
art therapist at homeless nonprofit, Room in the Inn. POVA received official 501(c)3 nonprofit status in July 2014 and has since 
received numerous grants and awards including the Nashville Scene's "2015 Best Up-and-Coming Nonprofit" award and funding 
from Metro Nashville Arts Commission, Tennessee Arts Commission, and St. George's Episcopal Church's $25,000 Social Enterprise 
grant. Nicole has spoken on a variety of panels and given numerous presentations including speaking at CreativeMornings Nashville 
in December 2018. In December 2019, Nicole was nominated East Nashvillian of the Year. Nicole is also the Board Secretary of the 
Dickerson Road Merchants Association. Nicole started building relationships with people experiencing homelessness her senior year 
of high school in 2009 in Louisville, Kentucky. She has always been inspired by the creativity of those living on the streets and hopes 
to find ways to bridge the gap between the rich and the poor. When she’s not dreaming and planning for Poverty and the Arts, 
Nicole likes taking care of her houseplants, thrifting for new interior pieces, going on adventures with her husband Josh and their 
rescue dog Max, and listening to the stories in her community. BACK 
 
PAM MARLENE TAYLOR is an artist and curator living in Nashville, TN. As a curator, she focuses on group exhibitions featuring 
mainly women and non-binary artists in conversation with current social and feminist issues. In 2020, she partnered with fellow 
curator Kaylan Buteyn to co-found Stay Home Gallery, an online gallery featuring work by womxn artists from around the world 
creating during the global Coronavirus Pandemic. Stay Home Gallery grew to become a brick and mortar contemporary art house 
gallery and artist residency for womxn and families where Pam is now the Gallery & Residency Director. As an artist, Pam weaves on 
hand-built looms and explores feminism, change, and death through fiber art. She is represented in the state of Tennessee by The 
Red Arrow Gallery and is a graduate from Tusculum University where she double majored in Studio Art and Graphic Design and is 
currently earning her MS in Clinical Mental Health Counseling from the University of West Alabama with plans to become an end of 
life counselor. BACK 
 
PATRICK HAYES BACK 
 
PATTY MCAVOY In 2003, Patty chased her dreams from her small hometown of Newark, Ohio to New York City where she attended 
the Manhattan School of Music to study Opera. Like most starving artists, Patty started working in restaurants to support her dream. 
It was here she discovered her love for branding and graphic design. In 2009, Patty began working for The Altamarea Group and was 
quickly promoted to Head of Brands and Promotions. In her seven years with the company, she had the opportunity to design and 
manage 15 brands worldwide. In 2016, Patty started her own business, Patty McAvoy Designs. She is dedicated to helping 
entrepreneurs bring their brands and businesses to life through beautiful graphic design and better branding. In the past four years, 
she’s had the pleasure of helping over 50 diverse entrepreneurs with graphic design, website design, and branding. Clients have 
included interior designers, trivia hosts, award winning artists, and even Big Bird himself! Patty is a 2020 graduate of the Nashville 
Arts and Business Council Periscope Program and after 16 years in New York’s Hell’s Kitchen, she is thrilled to being growing her 
business in Nashville, closer to her family. BACK 

https://abcnashville.org/
https://roomintheinn.org/
http://povertyandthearts.org/blog/executive-director-nicole-minyard-nominated-for-2019-east-nashvillian-of-the-year/
https://www.facebook.com/DRMAnashville/
https://www.stayhomegallery.com/
https://www.theredarrowgallery.com/
https://www.theredarrowgallery.com/


 

 
PHIL COBUCCI Since 2009, BAM! Social Business has developed memorable marketing campaigns for clients from international 
Fortune 100 companies and nationwide social good organizations to small businesses and local nonprofits. Using the power of social 
media and digital marketing, BAM! has reached millions of people throughout the world with compelling storytelling and unique 
marketing strategies. BACK 
 
RANDY COHEN is Vice President of Research at Americans for the Arts—the national advocacy organization for the arts—where he 
has been empowering arts advocates since 1991. Randy stands out as a noted expert in the field of arts funding, research, and using 
the arts to address community development issues. He publishes Americans Speak Out About the Arts, the nation’s largest public 
opinion study about the arts, and produces the two premier economic studies of the arts—Arts & Economic Prosperity, the national 
economic impact study of nonprofit arts organizations and their audiences; and Creative Industries, a mapping study of the nation’s 
675,000 arts businesses and their employees. His 10 Reasons to Support the Arts blog received the Gold Award from the Association 
of Media & Publishing—their top honor for best blog post of the year. Randy led the development of The National Arts Index, the 
annual measure of the health and vitality of arts in the U.S. and the National Arts Policy Roundtable, an annual convening of leaders 
who focus on the advancement of American culture—launched in partnership with Robert Redford and the Sundance Institute. In 
the late 1990’s, Randy collaborated with the President’s Committee on the Arts and the Humanities to create Coming Up Taller, the 
White House report on arts programs for youth-at-risk; and the U.S. Department of Justice to produce the YouthARTS Project, the 
first national study to statistically document the impact of arts programs on at-risk youth. A sought-after speaker, Randy has given 
speeches in all 50 states, and regularly appears in the news media—including the Wall Street Journal, The New York Times, and on C-
SPAN, CNN, CNBC, and NPR. BACK 
 
RENEE CHATELAIN holds a B.A. Degree and Juris Doctor from Louisiana State University. She is President/CEO of the Arts Council of 
Greater Baton Rouge. Renee began her career as a dancer, then served as a guest teacher for Iceland Dance Theater, Cornell 
University, among others. She has been a speaker at the Women in Dance Conference at NYU and at the Ballet Festival of India, 
Mumbai. She serves on AFTA’s Private Sector Council. Renee has been recognized by the Louisiana State Senate for her contribution 
to African Americans in Louisiana through the Arts. She received the Milestone Award from the National Guild for Community Arts 
Education, and most recently, was named a Louisiana Role Model by the Links, Inc. Renee’s passion project is The Fading Line: A 
Commemoration of the 1953 Baton Rouge Bus Boycott, a multi-media dance interpretation of this under told historic event in her 
hometown. BACK 
 
RHONDA CAMMON With over 20+ years dual experience in hospitality and nursing. Rhonda pursued her passion for hospitality, 
people, and libations to create Perfectly Cordial. Perfectly Cordial is a fresh fruit artisanal mixer that combines warm spices and 
organic cane sugar allowing anyone to make the perfect craft cocktail or mocktail. She is also the Owner and Operator of Barseat 
with RSC, were Rhonda serves as a Bar Consultant, Media and Publication Contributor, Curated Cocktail Lab Creator, Bourbon and 
Tequila Educator. Rhonda is also the co- creator of the SWIG Culture conference. The only all-inclusive bar industry conference for all 
people in the bar industry, including mobile bartenders and those new to the industry. She is the current Treasurer of the USBG 
Nashville chapter becoming the chapter’s first African American female board member and founding board member of the Nashville 
Bartender Foundation BACK 
 
RYAN NOORMOHAMED A native of Midland, Texas, Ryan P. Noormohamed graduated from Texas A&M University where he studied 
Political Science and Philosophy. Whilst enrolled at Texas A&M, Ryan performed as a professional guitarist, playing with a number of 
groups in the Texas music scene. His musical exploits later led him to New Orleans, Louisiana, where he then attended Tulane 
University Law School. While at Tulane, his experiences as a professional musician inspired him to stake his future on providing 
proactive legal assistance to artists, bands, and creative professionals. He relocated to Nashville in 2017. As an attorney, Ryan 
advances the interests of his clients by advising them on trademark registration and enforcement, copyright monetization, the 
growth of digital technologies and business startup practices, and other legal issues that are prevalent in the Entertainment and 
Technology Industries. Outside of his legal work, Ryan enjoys playing soccer and smoking Texas style BBQ. Ryan is involved with the 
Middle Tennessee Texas A&M Club, the Nashville Chapter of the Liverpool FC Supporters Club, and the Country Music Hall of Fame 
Troubadour Society. He also continues to play guitar, mandolin, and banjo with bands in the Nashville area. BACK 
 
SADIE HART In non-Covid Times, Sadie Hart is a touring singer-songwriter who leads women’s circles, kirtan, and healing yoga 
workshops along the way. Sadie's path to yoga and mindfulness began out of necessity while navigating the chaotic life of show biz 
in NYC. Sadie discovered that in order to become fully self-expressed, she would need to pause and build a solid foundation of self-
care, wellness, & emotional support. This was not easy, but she embarked on a healing journey and completed her 200-Hour Hatha 
Yoga Teaching Certification with Sacred Seed in Costa Rica, before relocating from NYC to Nashville in 2014! Sadie has combined her 
passions through the devotional practice of chanting mantras with the harmonium, and by holding space for empowerment and self-
expression through her monthly New Moon Women's Circles. She is currently continuing her yoga education (virtually) with Indra 



 

Yoga Institute and is attempting to write a song a day in a #100daysproject! Please connect with her through a virtual yoga class, 
live-streamed concert, or her weekly high vibe blog on Patreon. Learn more at sadiehartmusic.com & @sadiehartmusic on all social 
platforms. BACK 
 
SARAN “S-WRAP” THOMPSON is an international Hip-Hop/Spoken Word artist based out of Nashville whose lyrical style and unique 
cadence sets him apart from his peers. His vivid wordplay, dynamic spoken word, and conscious subject matter paves the way for his 
eclectic sound. S-Wrap has toured across East Africa in Uganda and Rwanda and performed in front of over 30,000 people. His 
versatile art had landed him in commercials, facilitating lectures to students across the globe, leading trainings, workshops, and 
keynotes to name a few. S-Wrap uses his art to inspire people to pursue passions By "Speaking Life" in all his work, whether spoken 
word, rapping, or public speaking; S-Wrap is able to reinforce authenticity and integrity in society and its culture. He embodies the 
phrase Ex-Nihilo, creating something from nothing. BACK 
 
STACIE M. FLOOD-POPP After receiving her degree in Visual Arts from Wittenberg University, Stacie moved to Paris, France to study 
as an apprentice under visual artist and professor at Parsons School of Design, David Loeb. During her stay in Paris, Stacie found 
herself falling in love with another form of visual art, dance. She started classes at Cite' Veron and Studio Harmonic; focusing on 
modern, jazz, hip hop, salsa and contemporary. After only one year, she trained professionally under Jean Claude Marignale, 
Dominique Lesdema, Christopher Huggins, Bruno Collinet and Beverley DeFosses. Stacie also danced in Marginale's company, Tout 
en Danse. After she moved back to the States, she started to train in Vagonova, West African dance, and Bartenieff Fundamentals. 
After returning to Nashville, Stacie worked closely with world renowned choreographer Andre Fuentes and danced with Collide 
Dance under Erica Sobol. For the past 18 years, Stacie has taught at Nashville School of the Arts (NSA). At NSA, she developed 
dancers who have performed with The Louisville Ballet, Boston Ballet, Celine Dion, Donna Summer, DCDC and various other 
professionals in the concert and commaercial dance community. She has served as dance faculty at Vanderbilt University Dance 
Program and was chosen to be a visiting artist at American College Dance Festival, RADfest, and Big River Dance Festival. In 2016, 
Stacie earned her certification in Laban Movement Analysis through the Integrated Movement Studies Program at the University of 
Utah. After her certification, Stacie has studied with Deborah Hay, Christopher Roman, KJ Holmes, and other great dance makers of 
the current times. BACK 
 
STEPHANIE SIMKIN founded Stone + Steel Creative in 2010 to meet the need for creative and brand development services tailored 
specifically to nonprofits in our Nashville community. Today, Stephanie and her team help organizations from all corners of 
Nashville’s nonprofit community establish strong brand presence and learn to tailor their communications to their unique missions 
and audiences. Stephanie is a branding and communications consultant with Center for Nonprofit Management and an adjunct 
professor at Watkins College of Art. BACK 
 
TARIA PERSON is an alumna of the University of Tennessee in Knoxville, where she received a dual B.A. in English Creative Writing: 
Poetry, and Interdisciplinary Studies: Africana Studies. She is the author of Rainbow Elephant and At the Summit, and her work has 
appeared in numerous anthologies, including: O’ Woman a Tapestry of Loving You, and Voices of Warriors: Poems of Hope & 
Healing. Taria Person won first place at the regional Big Ears: Spoken Word Expo/The 5th Woman Poetry Slam (2017), the Regional 
Southern Fried Hip-Hop Slam (2013), and Knoxville Poetry Slam (2012). Also, she has been an actress and Production Stage Manager 
for The Carpetbag Theatre Inc., during its original series of stage productions that have been funded by The Roy Cockrum 
Foundation, in celebration of (CBT’s) 50th Anniversary. Recently, Person has been commissioned to write a book of poetry by the 
Emily Hall Tremaine Foundation; won an Artistic Professional Development grant from Alternate Roots for her original stage 
play, Hangers; and became a member of the 5th Woman Touring Collective. BACK 
 
TAMAR SMITHERS is a professional actress, singer, arts administrator and educator. She has over 10 years of experience in the arts 
administration and higher education field. As Director of Education and Public Programs for the National Museum of African 
American Music, she is instrumental in creating culturally specific programs and curriculum for all ages. In this role, she is committed 
to arts engagement and audience development and oversees all educational programming while developing and fostering 
relationships with local schools, sponsors, and other non-profit organizations both locally and nationally. Tamar has served as 
Secretary for the Eastern Great Lakes chapter of the National Guild for Community Arts Education, and currently serves on AAAM’s 
Membership Committee. She is a proud member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., and also a member of Lambda Kappa Mu 
Sorority, Inc., a business and professional organization. Tamar holds a BFA in Acting from Syracuse University as well as an M.S. in 
Arts Administration and C.A.S. in Higher Education Leadership from Le Moyne College. She is a community minded person and has a 
true passion for mentoring and being a positive role model for our youth. Tamar is eager to encourage our young people to believe 
that no matter what their circumstances may be if they continue to pursue their dreams anything is possible! BACK 
 
THAXTON WATERS is a Nashville, Tennessee native who finds his muse living and working in the South. With an artist father and a 
teacher mother, Thaxton has been exposed to the arts as long as he can remember. Following in his parents footsteps as a painter 

http://sadiehartmusic.com/
https://stoneandsteelcreative.com/


 

and educator, his work focuses on the rise, decline, and reinvestment of historic communities surrounding Historically Black Colleges 
& Universities (HBCU). Working in this capacity allowed him to be the Art Gallery Curator & Coordinator of the Nashville Public 
Library, also the Founder of Art History Class Lifestyle Lounge & Gallery, as well as organizing community art crawls, pop-up 
exhibitions, and cultural programming. BACK 
 
VICTORIA JONES, a child of two naval officers, grew up on the move with one thing remaining constant, Memphis. Jones’ family ties 
in Memphis made the bluff city home, and she returned after graduating from Middle Tennessee State University where she studied 
history, African American studies, and English, and proceeded to work on building community through the arts. In 2015, with the 
encouragement of artists, activists, and stakeholders, Victoria Jones gathered a group of Black artists and founded The CLTV 
(Collective) in an effort to empower the community they were charged to serve. The CLTV operates under the belief that Black 
artists and creators are the most thoughtful and brilliant change agents in the city. For that reason the CLTV is dedicated to elevating 
Black artists in Memphis, using their creative expression and thought energy to empower Black communities, and in execution 
shifting the culture of Memphis. The CLTV has been covered locally, nationally, and even internationally through publications like 
Essence Magazine, Vice, The Art Newspaper, and Madame Noire amongst many others. Jones was named Leadership Memphis’ 
2019 Change Maker Honoree, Jones was also named by the Black Millennial Convention as 2019 Millennial Leader to Watch. In 2018 
Jones was invited to join the Salzburg Global Forum for Young Cultural Innovators. On January 11th, 2019 The CLTV opened an art 
gallery and shared work space for Black artists, and created a courageous haven for Black creation in Orange Mound. Orange Mound 
is the oldest Black neighborhood founded not just for, but by Black people. Since its grand opening The CMPLX has hosted numerous 
exhibitions, concert series, and workshops, and has been named by TripAdvisor as a place you must visit in Memphis. It’s the belief 
of Jones and The CLTV that by empowering both the artists and the communities they serve, Memphis will begin to experience the 
cultural shift it so truly deserves. She has committed her love and energy to make that belief a reality. BACK 
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